Council Work Session
November 4, 2015
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, by President of Council Robert Walker.  
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, Walker and Warren; Mayor Swartz, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  Councillor Gusty was excused.
Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to Be Heard
Bill Trainer addressed Council about the Rails to Trails program, which he feels would have significant social and economic benefits for Newtown.  Between 1950 and 2010 over 100,000 miles of railroad lines were abandoned, but over 22,000 miles have now been converted into Rail Trails. Montgomery County recently opened six miles of trail, which has been very well received. He feels that the trails provide a social gathering place, which would bring people into the community and he said the Borough might want to consider the .5-1 mile of potential trail to secure the social and economic benefits that he feels the trail would provide.
Mayor's Report - Charles F. Swartz, III

In response to a request from the Borough business community the following motion was made:
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to suspend "timed" parking enforcement on Saturdays only, from December 5 thru December 26, 2015, not to include suspension of 30 minute parking.
There was also a reminder to the business owners to make sure that they and their employees do not park in those spaces, but leave them available for customer parking. President Walker noted that New Hope, which has metered parking, suspends enforcement from Monday-Friday during December, but not on Saturdays.

The Newtown Borough Business Group met recently and the Mayor reminded everyone about Restaurant Week from November 8-12, 2015.  All of the participating restaurants and their menus are posted on the newtownbbc.org website.
The business group would very much like to see the proposed sign ordinance passed as soon as possible. In addition they would like to see the municipal parking lot project completed early in the spring, ideally with the actual paving done by April 10, 2015.  
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

· Municipal Parking Lot Project


Engineer Canales felt that completing the project between April 10 and 15 might be a bit 
aggressive because the temperature could be a factor, as it must be 45 degrees or more to 
pave. Mr. Canales suggested going out for bid as soon as possible, with a bid opening 
before Christmas and awarding the bid at the January Council meeting.                                                                                                                    
· Request from Phillips Court Home Owners Association

A letter was received from the Phillips Court Home Owners Association asking the 
Borough to accept the driveway aprons, as installed, even though they do not meet the 
required Borough standards.  The aprons are steeper than required by the SALDO 
Ordinance, but making them compliant would necessitate removal of the existing brick 
sidewalks.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Auerweck, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to direct the Solicitor to write a letter asking the HOA to indemnify the Borough from any damage that might result from the Borough granting the waiver.
· Condition of N. Congress Street

As the result of a resident's concern about the street condition, Mr. Canales inspected N. 
Congress Street from Jefferson to Federal Lane and found that although there are some 
issues, there are other roads that are in worse shape.  Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin 
asked, from an Engineer's perspective, why other streets have a higher priority. Mr. Canales 
responded that some of the other streets, like Centre Avenue, receive more traffic and the 
street issues are within the travel lane.  

President Walker spoke to Mr. Canales about updating the Borough Road Inventory and 
Mr. Walker recommended that Council allow the Engineer to undertake the project. Mr.
Canales will confirm the cost and Council will make a decision at the next 
Council meeting.  
Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin asked that the Engineer consider the lack 
of sidewalks 
when reviewing the streets, because when the road is in disrepair without a sidewalk, 
people must walk on the street.  
Budget & Finance – Chris Gusty & Perry Warren
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services Invoices for September 2015. 
2016 Preliminary Draft Budget
President Walker noted that the only open item from last week's Budget Meeting was the decision on whether to pay off the police radio loan. There is additional money this year and he would recommend paying off the loan this year, with a net affect of lowering the 2016 budget by approximately $20,000.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve paying off the police radio loan and interest this year in the approximate amount of $22,701.08.
Open Space - Perry Warren and Robert King
Councillor Warren reported on the Request for Proposal for a Landscape Architect prepared by Ms. Woldorf.  With regard to the name of the grant, Ms. Woldorf explained that the funding source is "rivers conservation money," and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources amended the name of the project to include "Newtown Creek."  The Newtown Common Open Space project includes creek bank restoration, which is probably the reason for the amended title. Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin asked if the project being in the flood zone would affect any items being placed there. Solicitor Bolla clarified that any structure, manmade and/or attached to the ground is not permitted, unless approved by a variance.  Ms. Woldorf asked about the review process for the RFP, noting as project coordinator that she would receive the proposals, but asking if there should be a review committee to make the recommendation to Council. President Walker felt that Councillors Warren and King have been working with Ms. Woldorf and could continue as the Review Committee with the addition of a possible member of the Environmental Advisory Council. President Walker asked that a process calendar be prepared so that Council knows the necessary target dates and Councillor Warren suggested that could be accomplished by updating the original calendar.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to authorize the President of Council or his designate, to send a letter to the six selected landscape firms with the Request for Proposal authored by Ms. Woldorf and circulated to Council last week for the Newtown Common and Creek Restoration Project. 
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
· Barn Discussion

Mr. Bolla referenced a letter from Tim Duffy regarding the asbestos found in the siding and 
windows of the barn on the Steeple View property.  Since the Conditional Use approval 
required the removal of the barn to another location on the property, the developer is 
concerned because they are not able to move the entire barn, since the windows and siding 
must be removed, as per EPA regulations.  Mr. Smith said that the structural elements of 
the barn can be stored until the use/location of the barn is determined, but the 
siding/windows must be removed.  Solicitor Bolla will prepare a letter for the Zoning 
Officer noting Council's agreement to retain the structural elements, so that Ms. Brown 
can issue the required demolition permit.
· Steeple View Zoning Hearing Board Decision

The Solicitor reported that the actual written decision has not been received, but the 
decision of the Zoning Hearing Board was to grant relief on all requests.  Councillor King 
asked whether the Borough had any recourse regarding the opinion and Mr. Bolla explained 
that there is a 30-day appeal process.
· Sign Ordinance

Solicitor Bolla explained that the Supreme Court decision said that signage wording cannot 
be controlled.  He will amend the previously proposed ordinance and change the wording 
accordingly.  Mr. Bolla will attempt to have the ordinance ready for the Council meeting 
next week.
Old Business
· Council Rock Youth Coalition

At the previous Work Session, the Council Rock Youth Coalition asked Council to support 
their recommendation with an ordinance to prohibit medical marihuana distribution 
centers in the Borough.  Solicitor Bolla voiced concern that such an ordinance, depending 
on what decision the state makes might be treading on rights that are preempted 
· Rails to Trails

Discussion on the Rails to Trails Resolution is on hold at the request of the Bucks County 
Planning Commission.
New Business
· Council agreed to close the Borough office the day after Thanksgiving with the employees using personal time.
Public to be Heard
Ms. Woldorf voiced concern that the crosswalks on Lincoln Avenue have not been painted and she asked when the work would be completed. 

Regarding the Zoning Hearing Board meeting on Steeple View, Ted Schmidt was concerned that Mr. Duffy pulled the variance request for the 10 angled parking spaces along Drive B because several parking spaces are now lost. This also means losing a handicapped parking space, which would have been required with the 10 spaces.  
Mr. Schmidt presented Council with a drawing of the proposed barn bird sanctuary and noted that there is a children's environmental non-matching grant of $3000 available.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull
Borough Secretary
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