Council Work Session
September 2, 2015
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, September 2, 2015, by President of Council Robert Walker.  
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Gusty, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, Walker and Warren; Mayor Swartz, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Amendments to the Agenda
A Special Event Application for Stargazer's event was added to the agenda.
Public to Be Heard
Bob Musto, representing the Council Rock Newtown Athletic Association, told Council that the Association would like to install a sprinkler system at Pickering Field to help alleviate the dust on the field. The Association would pay for that installation, which would cost approximately $4600, and would include the infield grass, the dirt and a small bit of the outfield. Solicitor Bolla advised him to speak to the Zoning Officer regarding necessary permits for the installation.  Mr. Musto said the Association could wait until spring but would prefer to complete the work in October.
Property Maintenance Code - Del Purscell

Borough resident Del Purscell discussed his concerns related to property maintenance issues.  Mr. Purscell previously provided Council with a packet of information and pictures of a property across the street from him in Newtown Township that has multiple cars, trailers, motorcycles and what he considers other junk on the property.  Newtown Township is considering adopting the International Property Maintenance Code to address such issues and he would like to see Newtown Borough consider the same Property Maintenance Code.  Mr. Purscell feels that these situations affect the property value of homes in the area and he would like to see Council take some action on the matter. Solicitor Bolla will review the Borough's current codes and President Walker will speak to Newtown Township about how they are handling the matter.  Mr. Walker also suggested having the Borough Planning Commission look at the issue.
Resident William Lutz also voiced concern about the issue and Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin commented that she saw it as both a matter of Newtown Township strictly enforcing its own existing codes and also looking at what codes the Borough has in place.  She also noted that if there are deficiencies to be addressed, would they be better off changed or combined with other sections in the Borough Code. 
Planning Commission Update of Steeple View II Plan Review - Mark Craig

Planning Commission Chair Mark Craig updated Council on their review of the Steeple View Phase II Preliminary Land Development Plan.  The Engineer's review included 131 comments on sub-division/land development, but on many he noted that he could not comment because the issue had not yet been addressed on the plans.  Five items in the Engineer's review were related to the Conditional Use approval and surface parking, noting that the first floor of the parking garage would now be basically under Borough control with free parking, which is different from what was originally proposed. The Engineer had thirty-eight zoning comments and he identified 15-17 variances.  After discussion, the applicant decided to identify the variances that they will submit to the Zoning Hearing Board and provide the Planning Commission with those requests prior to the October Planning Commission meeting.  This would allow the Planning Commission time to review and make a recommendation to Council before the Zoning Hearing Board meeting.  Mr. Craig noted that 9 out of 12 buildings would require height variances.  He said that the buildings would be four stories on top of an underground parking garage that is actually 10' off the ground thus 55-60' in total height.  The October Planning Commission meeting will strictly focus on zoning issues.  The November meeting will probably include plan review and recommendations on the Conditional Use, with a preliminary review to Council at the December meeting.  Mr. Bolla confirmed that the applicant is required to obtain zoning relief before obtaining the Planning Commission recommendation.  
Mayor's Report - Charles F. Swartz, III

Mayor Swartz noted that both of the Special Event applications that he was presenting for approval are sponsored by the Recreation Board. Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin said that the Stargazer event is hosted by the Buxmont Astronomical Society, who will provide large telescopes for public viewing.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Special Event Application for one Halloween movie in Linton Park on October 23, 2015 from 6-10 PM.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Special Event Application for Stargazers to be held on October 16, 2015, rain date October 17, 2015, at Pickering Field from 6-9 PM.
Mayor Swartz reported that the issue of decorative lights being left in the State Street trees and damaging the tree limbs does not involve members of the Newtown Borough Business Group, so the other businesses need to be contacted about removal of existing tree lights.  The Shade Tree Commission would like to see holiday lights removed prior to the beginning of new growth in the spring.  

At the last Council meeting there was discussion of the possibility of declaring a "State of Emergency" during the Papal visit.  In order to be eligible for Federal reimbursement of funds expended as a result of issues, such as additional police coverage, during the Papal visit, a "State of Emergency" would need to be declared prior to the event.  President Walker noted that the Police Chief's concern, based on mapping by PennDOT regarding the flow of traffic over the two-day event, involves the possible traffic that might impact the Borough if thousands of cars are stuck on the bypass because they cannot get onto Interstate 95 and look for alternate relief.  In addition the Borough has two SERT officers who might be called into service during the Papal visit.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried with Councillor Auerweck voting nay, to approve declaring a State of Emergency during the Papal visit September 25-27, 2015.
The Heart Chase event was originally scheduled for September 27, 2015, but because of the Papal visit, the event planners are requesting a change of date.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to amend the previously approved motion for the Heart Chase event changing the date to October 25, 2015, from 9-11 AM.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Engineer Canales discussed the timing for the parking lot reconstruction project and the timeframe for closing the municipal parking lot for that project.  If the project requires an end of April completion, then the project should be bid at the end of January, with a bid opening in February.  The curbing, storm drains, etc. can be completed with the parking lot still open. Mr. Canales' main concern is the two weeks required for totally closing the parking lot for the actual paving. Councillor Gusty suggested a July timeframe, but Mr. Canales doubted that most contractors would hold a bid for six months. In response to Councillor Gusty's question about an "escalator clause", Mr. Canales felt the project was too small to meet the minimum specifications required. The business owners would prefer seeing the project completed before Mother's Day, but Mayor Swartz will discuss it further at the next Borough Business Group meeting on September 15, 2015.
The Lincoln Avenue project was approved by PennDOT and work will begin September 11, 2015.  Residents will be notified and the road will be open to traffic during the project.  
President's Report - Robert Walker
· As required by Act 205 of 1984, the law requires that the Chief Administrative Officer of each municipal pension plan inform the governing body of the municipality of the Non-Uniform Pension Plan and the Police Pension Plans expected financial obligation for the plan year 2016, no later than the last business day of September.  The financial obligation for the Non-Uniform Plan is $8,802 and the figure for the Police Pension Plan is $79,840.
Budget & Finance – Chris Gusty & Perry Warren

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services Invoices for the month of July 2015. The principal is $117,000 plus interest payable over 5 years.
The Mayor and President of Council signed the loan documents with First National Bank of Newtown for the funds to complete liquid fuels projects, primarily the Lincoln Avenue project.  
Open Space - Perry Warren and Robert King

Councillor Warren reported that Ms. Woldorf had consulted directly with a title company regarding the title search issues and that he had forwarded the information provided by Ms. Woldorf to the Solicitor.  Mr. Warren confirmed with the Solicitor and Engineer that they are comfortable moving ahead with the Engineer's survey of the Newtown Common.  The consensus is that it appears that the 1934 Pickering, Corts & Summerson survey is accurate and Bucks County's records are in error.  Mr. Canales recommends removing the rest of the cart way, including the driveway to the adjacent property. 
Streets, Lights & Properties - Chris Gusty

Councillor Gusty reported that the lighting project is moving forward and because of the complexity of the project, DVRPC decided to hire a technical advisor and prepare an RFP. There are 45 participants and the kick-off meeting will be held October 1, 2015, for all those participants.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla

There was no report from the Solicitor.
Old Business
There was no new business.
New Business
President Walker recommended closing the Borough Office at noon on Friday.  He commented that it would be a nice thing to do for the hardworking Borough employees and Council agreed.
Public to be Heard
Ted Schmidt asked the Solicitor what qualifies an item to be reviewed by the Bucks County Planning Commission.  Mr. Bolla responded that any zoning ordinance amendments and land development plans must be sent to them.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull
Borough Secretary
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